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EP 0 747 840 B1
Description
Copyright Authorization

[0001] A portion of the disclosure of this patent document contains material which is subject to copyright protection.
The owner, International Business Machines Corporation, has no objectionto the facsimile reproduction by any one of
the patent disclosure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent files or records of any country, but
otherwise reserves all rights whatsoever.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention is related to computers and computer systems and particularly to a method and system for use
of the World Wide Web and other sources of information and for utilization of existing equipment advantageously for
web server data access over networks and the Internet.

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0003] This application entitled "A Web Browser System", is related to other United States of America Patent appli-
cations filed concurrently herewith, and specifically to the applications entitled "Computer Network for WWW Server
Data Access over Internet", EP-A-0 747 845; and "A Service Agent for Fulfilling requests of a Web Browser", US-A-5
752 246, filed June 7, 1995; and "A Sub-Agent Service Agent for Fulfilling Requests of a Web Browser", EP-A-0 747
841; and "A Method for Fulfilling Requests of a Web Browser" EP-A-0 747 843; and "A Method for Distributed Task
Fulfillment of Web Browser Requests", EP-A-0 747 844.

[0004] These applications have a common assignee; International Business Machines Corporation, Armonk, New
York.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

[0005] While dictionary meanings are also implied by certain terms used here, the following glossary of some terms
may be useful.

World Wide Web (WWW) The Internet's application that lets people seeking information on the Inter-
net switch from server to server and database to database by clinking on
highlighted words or phrases of interest. An Internet WWW server supports
clients and provides information.

Home page A multi-media table of contents that guides a web user to stored information
about an organization on the Internet.

Gopher A menu-based search scheme, which as developed at the University of Min-
nesota, lets a user reach a destination on the Internet by selecting items
from a series of text menus.

Access Agent A logical component that provides support for different access protocols and
data streams -- Frame Relay, HDLC (High Data Link Control) CBO (Contin-
uous bit Operations, ATM (Asynchronous Transfer Mode), or TCP/IP.

Application Processing Agent A data processing agent running in a server data processing system which
performs tasks based on received requests from a client in a distributed
environment. In our preferred embodiment, our application processing
agent for database retrieval is our DIS server, a data interpretation system
server and database gateway which is coupled to our web server HTTPD
via a network. In our preferred embodiment an application processing agent
employs executable object programs as command file objects, which in the
preferred embodiment are capsule objects.

API (Application Programming Interface) A functional interface supplied by the operating system or by a seperately
licensed program that allows an application program written in a high-level


























































































