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This patent, granted by the EPO in Aug 2001, has been used by Adobe to
sue Macromedia Inc in the US. The EP version took 6 years to examine, and
it was granted in full breadth, without any modification. It covers the idea
of adding a third dimension to a menu system by arranging several sets of
options behind each other, marked with tabs. This is particularly found to
be useful in image processing software of Adobe and Macromedia, but also
in The GIMP and many other programs.

Contents

EC Class: GO6F3/033A1

IP Class: GO6F9/44

priority date: US19940265653 19940623
application number: EP19950303789 19950602
requested: [ | EP0689133, A3, Bl

applicant: ADOBE SYSTEMS INC (US)

“http://www.ffii.org/ phm


swpatag@ffii.org
http://www.ffii.org/~phm

inventor:

JOHNSTON KEVIN R (US)

publication date: 1995-12-27

patent number: EP0689133

Name of t
area

he Invention: Method of displaying multiple sets of information in the same
of a computer screen

Claim 1: A method for combining on a computer display an additional set of informa-
tion displayed in a first area of the display and having associated with it a selection
indicator into a group of multiple sets of information needed on a recurring basis
displayed in a second area of the screen, comprising the steps of

1.

establishing the second area on the computer display in which the group of
multiple sets of information is displayed, the second area having a size which
is less than the entire area of the computer display, the second area displaying
a first of the multiple sets of information;

. providing within the second area a plurality of selection indicators, each one

associated with a corresponding one of the multiple selecting a second of the
multiple sets of information for display within the second area by activating a
selection indicator associated with a second of the multiple sets of information,
whereby the second of the multiple sets of information is substituted for the
first of the multiple sets of information within the area of the display; and

. combining the additional set of information, displayed in the first area of the

display into the group of multiple sets of information so that the additional
set of information may be selected using its selection indicator in the same
manner as the other sets of information in the group.
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