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Report to the US congress from 1958, which also extensively narrates the
history of the patent movement and of earlier economic research on this sub-
ject. Machlup, a renowned American economist of Austrian origin, is the first
author of a large treatise on knowledge economics and other treatises which
belong to the teaching repertoire of economics departments in universities.
His report cites a wealth of historical and economic evidence to refute most
of the reasoning used by lawyers to legitimate the patent system.
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