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SME Manifesto 
on Patents for Computer-Implemented Inventions 

 
 
 

         April 2005 
 
 
We are pleased that the European Commission and Council are proposing a 
Directive on the patentability of computer-implemented inventions that would 
confirm the current well-established practice in Europe in granting patents for 
computer-implemented inventions that meet all the tests for patentability, and 
reduce discrepancies among different Member States.   
 
Patent protection for computer-implemented inventions is an important element 
for us in doing business and being competitive for a number of reasons.  

• Patents showcase our innovative technology, reflecting the value in the 
company attributable to innovation, thus attracting investors. 

• Patents give us protection for the functionality of an invention implemented 
in software. This protection is not available with copyright, important 
though copyright can be in controlling unauthorized copying of our 
computer code by others.   

• Patents give us vital negotiating leverage against bigger companies.  We 
are much safer, because our technology is protected, when we discuss 
our innovative computer-implemented inventions with others, whether a 
big or small company.  

• Patents enable  us to license our technology to others, thus generating a 
financial return on investment.   

• Patents signal our presence to others working in the same field, opening 
the way to possible new collaborations or technology transfer 
arrangements. 

 
We are not looking for patent law in Europe to be changed.  We do not want 
patentability to be made any narrower or broader than it stands now.  We just 
want it to be more transparent and certain, and applied uniformly across the EU. 
 
A Directive would provide all this. It should also result in the reduction of costs, 
as the need to obtain legal advice in more then one country would become less 
important. In order to further reduce costs on a medium- and long term basis, we 
urge the EU to look into the costs issue and to identify additional solutions.  
 
We believe that patents should not be available for business methods. It is 
important, therefore, to allow patents only for computer-implemented inventions 
which make a “technical contribution”, in line with the current practice of the 
European Patent Office. Once adopted, we call upon the European Institutions to 
safeguard the correct implementation and application of the Directive, ensuring 
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good quality examination of patent applications throughout Europe in order to 
avoid trivial patents. 
 
The Directive as proposed by the Council will provide the necessary clarity, 
restrictions to prevent overly broad patentability and give useful harmonization 
across Europe. However, the door should remain open for the European 
Commission to monitor the application of the Directive and to suggest 
amendments to the Directive if necessary in the future.  We call on the European 
Parliament to confirm the Council Common Position and adopt the CII directive.   
 
 
 

 
Oliver Winzenried,     Liviu Zainea, 
CEO      CEO 
WIBU-SYSTEMS AG,     ESR - a Sound Consulting & Recording Co. 
Rueppurrer Strasse 52-54,    14 Peresiadou St,  
76137 Karlsruhe,     Athens, TK11141, 
Germany      Greece 
(53 people, 42 at HQ Karlsruhe,    
4 at Shanghai, China, 7 at Seattle, USA) 
www.wibu.com 
  
 
 

     
Jerzy Dryndos       Warren East 
CEO       CEO 
Logotec Engineering S.A.     ARM Limited,  
Ul. Zaluskiego 2a      110 Fulbourn Road, 
41-400 Myslowice      Cambridge, CB1 9NJ,  
Poland        UK 
(80 people)      (500 people) 
www.logotecengineering.com     Website: www.arm.com 
 
 
 

      
Dr. Sebastien Gilles      Paul Gunneman 
Chief Scientist       Manager Development Department 
LTU technologies      TE STRAKE TEXTILE BV 
57 rue Pierre Charron      Dr. Huub van Doorneweg 26   
75008 Paris       5753 PM Deurne 
France        The Netherlands 
http://www.ltutech.fr/ 
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Lars Munch Johansen         
co-CEO - Sales and Marketing    Jan Ishøj Nielsen, CEO    
Zoomio Holding A/S      PremiTech A/S  
Århusgade 129       Lautruphøj 1 - 3 
2100 Copenhagen      2750 Ballerup 
Denmark       Denmark 
(20 employees)      (21 employees) 
www.zoomio.com  

 
 

   
Craig L. Damon      Roderick Ross 
CTO - Board member – Co Founder   CEO 
Giritech A/S       Parametric Optimization Solutions 
Ledøje Bygade 32b      (ParOS) Ltd 
2765 Smørum,       90 Fetter Lane 
Denmark       London EC4A 1JP  
(10 employees)      UK 
       (5 employees) 
       www.parostech.com 
 
 

      
Tomas Duffy       Hans Axel Hansson  
CEO        Executive vice President, Founder 
Net Insight AB      Dilab 
Box 42093      Scheelevängen 18 
SE-126 14 Stockholm     SE-223 63 Lund 
Sweden      Sweden 
(70 employees)      (18 employees) 
 www.netinsight.se     www.dilab.se 
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ir. H.W. van Doorne MBM     Jochen Schumacher 
CEO        Founder 
CCM Centre for Concepts in Mechatronics B.V.   Kambrix 
De Pinckart 24       Sachsenring 22-24 
5674 CC Nuenen       50677 Köln 
The Netherlands       Germany 
(100 Employees)      (2 Employees) 
 
 

       
Simon Grant        Martin Broch Pedersen 
CEO        CEO 
Neoventa Medical       ConfigIt Software A/S 
Ågatan 32        Vermundsgade 38 B  
431 35 Mölndal        DK-2100 Copenhagen  
Sweden        Denmark 
(16 Employees)       (12 employees) 
http://www.neoventa.com/      www.configit-software.com  
 
 
 
 

         
K. van der Woudt       Dr. Ir. Kees-Jan Liliveld 
CEO        CTO 
ISM eCompany B.V.      Nyquist B.V. 
Schiekade 101       Luchthavenweg 20 
3033 BG Rotterdam       5657 EB Eindhoven 
The Netherlands       The Netherlands 
(90 Employees)       (50 Employees) 
www.ism.nl  
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Noud van der Vorst     Peter Chall 
R&D Manager      CEO 
Delem B.V.      Advanced Laser Separation Int. NV 
Luchthavenweg 42     Platinawerf 20G 
NL-5657 EB Eindhoven     6641 TL Beuningen 
The Netherlands      The Netherlands 
(60 Employees)      (25 Employees) 
 

 

      
Ian Bowles      Dr.-Ing. Tim Hentschel 
SVP Operations      Managing Director 
CLEARSWIFT      Signalion GmbH 
1310 Waterside       Sudhausweg 5 
Arlington Business Park      01099 Dresden 
RG 7  4 SA Theale, Reading, Berkshire   Germany 
UK       (10 Employees) 

www.signalion.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Konstantin Zervas      Romualdas Mickus    
CTO        General Manager  
Mediabricks AB      Merakas Ltd  
Adolf Fredriks Kyrkogata 13     A.Stulginskio g. 4/7-11  
10368 Stockholm      LT-01115 Vilnius  
Sweden       Lithuania 
(15 Employees)      (4 Employees)  
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Ir. Bart Velthuizen      Uldis Dzenis 
Managing Partner      General Manager 
Pezy Develoment BV      Tilde SIA 
Narvikweg 5 – 5      LV 1004, Vienibas gatve 75a 
9723 TV Groningen      Riga 
The Netherlands       Latvia 
(45 Employees) 
 
 
 

       
Algimantas Grieze,       Dr. Georgij Archipov   
Director        President  
Technogama UAB      LEKTONUS UAB 
Kalvariju 125-4d       Savanoriu ave. 178 
LT 08221 Vilnius       LT-03154 
Lithuania        Lithuania 
(8 Employees)       (4 Employees) 

www.lektonus.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Max Peter        Alessandro Dondolini 
CEO        L’Amministratore Delegato 
econet AG        FLEXTEL S.p.A.   
Kaiser-Ludwig-Platz 5      Corso Vercelli 328 
80336 München       10015 Ivrea TO 
Germany       Italy 
(35+ Employees)      (25 Employees) 
www.econet.de        www.flextel.it  
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Gert L. Moeller, Ph.D.       Lorenz Guschlbauer 
CEO        CEO 
Array Technologies       evosoft GmbH 
Nyhavn 16        Hugo-Junkers-Str. 11 
DK – 1051 Copenhagen      90411 Nürnberg 
Denmark       Germany 
(7 Employees) (201 Employees in Germany, 

322 Employees in Hungary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jozsef Bognar Janos Szöllösy 
CEO CEO 
INNO-Business KFT HUMIC 20 00, Kutato, Fejleszto  
Fény u.2. III/4 es Gyarto Kft 
1024 Budapest  1121 Bp., K.T. Miklos ut 23-33 
Hungary Hungary 
(10 Employees) (2 Employees) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kuthi Zoltan Celt Lundhan 
CEO Management Advisor 
Kuthi Zoltan agyeni vallalkazo Elektron Kft 
Csokonai ut 27/A Stadion u. 7 
2181 Iklad 8900 Zalaegerszeg 
Hungary Hungary 
(2 Employees) (14 Employees) 
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Benno Hijl       Eric Berthaud 
CEO           CEO  
3D-ID       LEA 
Postbus 583      52/54 rue. Du Capitaine Guynemer 
5460 AN Veghel     92415 Courbevoie Cedex 
The Netherlands      France 

(40 Employees) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harald Preiml  Benjamin P Van Every 
CEO  Managing Director 
HEITEC AG  Abattia Group Limited 
Werner-von-Siemens -Str. 61  Queen's Wharf, Queen Caroline Street 
91052 Erlangen  London W6 9RJ 
Germany UK 
(300 Employees) (6 Employees) 
 
 

                                                     
Malcolm Duckett      Brenda R E Hopkins 
VP Operations & Marketing     Chairman 
speed-trap Ltd       FeONIC plc 
Suite 15-18, Venture West     Unit 3f, Newlands Science Park 
New Greenham Park       Hull.HU6 7TQ 
RG 19 6HN Newbury, Berkshire    UK     
UK       (8 employees) 
(16 Employees)      www.feonic.com 
www.speed-trap.com 
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Dr. Stuart Green      John Dale 
CTO        Managing Director 
ZOO Digital Group plc      KeCrypt Limited 
20 Furnival Street      Busines  s & Technology Centre 
Sheffield, S1 4QT      Bessemer Drive 
UK        Stevenage 
(130 Employees)      Hertfordshire SG1 2DX 
www.zoodigitalgroup.com  UK 

5 employees  
www.kecrypt.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

John Croft       Dhr A.B.J.P. v Diemen 
Chief Operating Officer      CEO 
Future Route Ltd.      Sweelinckplein 41-46 
Westcombe House     2517 GP Den Haag 
2/4 Mount Ephraim     The Netherlands 
Tunbridge Wells     (2 Employees) 
Kent TN4 8AS  
U.K 
(16 Employees) 
 www.futureroute.co.uk  
 
 
 
 

 
Juan Melero      Richard Conway    
President        General Counsel 
Tartessos Technologies S.L.     RadioScape Limited 
Severo Ochoa 4      1 Albany Terrace,  Regent’s Park 
29590 Campanillas (Málaga)     London NW1 4DS     
SPAIN        UK 
(65 Employees)      (75 Employees) 
www.optimi.com      www.radioscape.com 
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G.C.F. Roovers  Rien van der Aker 
CEO CEO 
ID Bike  Machinefabriek van Wees  
Muldersweg 8 Frans Mannaertsstraat 1 
5051 NN Goirle  5046 AK Tilburg 
The Netherlands  The Netherlands 
(2 Employees) (23 Employees) 
www.idbike.com   www.vanwees.nl  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luicino Pirruccio Xavier Castillo Ferrer 
R&D Manager CEO 
Scangineers B.V. Tempos 21, Innovacion en 
Markt 10 Aplicaciones Moviles S.A. 
5721 Asten Avda.Canal Olimpic,  
The Netherlands  s/n – Edif PMT-B 
(7 Employees) 08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona) 
www.scangineers.nl  Spain 
 (42 Employees) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.P.A.A. Joore 
 
R&D Manager Juha Hulkko 
Millvision BV CEO 
Molenstraat 2-b Elektrobit Group Plc. 
4944 AC Raamsdonk  PO BOX 45, Automaatiotie 
The Netherlands  90461 Oulunsalo 
(5 Employees) Finland 
www.millvision.nl www.elektrobit.com  
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Simon Pepper       Paddy Falls 
Senior Director of Marketing & Alliances     CTO and co-Founder 
AM-BEO Ltd.        iOra 
Galway Technology Centre     1A Intec 2, Intec Business Park  
Mervue Business Park       Wade Road, Basingstoke 
Galway        Hampshire, RG24 8NE 
Ireland         UK 
        (25 Employees) 

www.iOra.com  
 


